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the active army to nearly 200,000 men. 2. He lengthened the
period of service in the reserve from two to four years. On the
other hand he provided that the men should retire from the Land-
wchr at the age of thirty-two, instead of forty, the previous rule.
The three years' service in the active army and the four years
in the reserve, covering for the young men the years from twenty
to twenty-seven, sufficed to yield an army of 440,000 men with-
out calling on the Landwchr. The change gave an army con-
sisting of men at once younger and better drilled than the old
practice. But for these reforms more officers and more money
were ij^cessary.

The King took advantage of the mobilization of the Prussian
army during the Italian war of 1859; of the Landwchr battalions
called out at that juncture, he retained the officers in service after
the men in the ranks were dismissed. But the mnney necessary
for paying these officers had only been voted for one year. The
King proposed to the Landtag a bill for reorganizing the army
and at the same time asked for an increase of the land-tax to
cover the expense. The Lower House disliked the proposed
lengthening of military service from two years to three; the
Upper House disliked the land-tax. The government had to be
satisfied with a compromise: the two houses renewed for one
year the vote of money to maintain provisionally and complete
the measures necessary to the existing war-footing and to the
enlarged army (May, 1860).

In spite of the word "provisionally," inserted as an amend-
ment by the Lower House, the government acted on the as-
sumption that the reorganization of the army was a settled fact.
It transformed provisional battalions into regular regiments with
numbers and colours. The Chamber continued to vote the addi-
tional money with the declaration that it was merely provisional.

The Prussian House of Representatives had not the same prac-
tical power as the representative bodies in other parliamentary
states of western Europe. Recently created by a revolutionary
movement, it had been reduced by the absolutist reaction to the
position of a mere consulting and registering body. Its consti-
tutional right of passing laws and voting taxes was confined to
Dejecting bills and new taxes proposed by the government. It
had no means of putting effective pressure on the ministers and
their subordinates, who remained the real holders of power.

King William, at his accession, had accepted the constitution,
but he interpreted it as a rule of procedure for the conduct of